
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6121 June 12, 2001 
legislation I introduced with Senator 
KENNEDY last month. The Local law 
Enforcement Act of 2001 would add new 
categories to current hate crimes legis-
lation sending a signal that violence of 
any kind is unacceptable in our soci-
ety. 

I would like to describe a horrific 
crime that occurred February 19, 1999 
in Sylacauga, AL. Billy Jack Gaither, 
39, was abducted and brutally murdered 
in a remote area. Two men, who later 
claimed to be angry over an alleged 
sexual advance by Gaither, went to a 
secluded boat ramp to find him. They 
beat Gaither and threw him in the 
trunk of his own car. Gaither was then 
taken to the banks of Peckerwood 
Creek, where many area churches used 
to hold baptisms. The two men then 
beat the 39-year-old man to death with 
an ax handle, and later burned his body 
on a pyre of old tires. 

I believe that government’s first duty 
is to defend its citizens, to defend them 
against the harms that come out of 
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol 
that can become substance. I believe 
that by passing this legislation, we can 
change hearts and minds as well. 
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THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Monday, 
June 11, 2001, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,680,526,114,067.39, five trillion, six 
hundred eighty billion, five hundred 
twenty-six million, one hundred four-
teen thousand, sixty-seven dollars and 
thirty-nine cents. 

Five years ago, June 11, 1996, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,136,928,000,000, five 
trillion, one hundred thirty-six billion, 
nine hundred twenty-eight million. 

Ten years ago, June 11, 1991, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,489,108,000,000, 
three trillion, four hundred eighty-nine 
billion, one hundred eight million. 

Fifteen years ago, June 11, 1986, the 
Federal debt stood at $2,045,760,000,000, 
two trillion, forty-five billion, seven 
hundred sixty million. 

Twenty-five years ago, June 11, 1976, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$611,628,000,000, six hundred eleven bil-
lion, six hundred twenty-eight million, 
which reflects a debt increase of more 
than $5 trillion, $5,068,898,114,067.39, five 
trillion, sixty-eight billion, eight hun-
dred ninety-eight million, one hundred 
fourteen thousand, sixty-seven dollars 
and thirty-nine cents during the past 
25 years. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

A TRIBUTE TO WELLMONT BRIS-
TOL REGIONAL MEDICAL CEN-
TER 

∑ Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise today to 
pay tribute to Wellmont Bristol Re-
gional Medical Center, in Bristol, VA, 
for being named one of the Top 100 In-

tensive Care Units (ICUs) in the United 
States. This award is based on a study 
conducted by Solucient Leadership In-
stitute, the Nation’s largest healthcare 
clearinghouse. 

In deciding which hospitals received 
this outstanding award, Solucient com-
pared intensive care units throughout 
the country on four measures: death 
rates; complications; how long patients 
stayed in units; and cost of care. By 
being named one of the Nation’s Top 
100 ICUs, Bristol Regional Medical Cen-
ter has proven that it can be consid-
ered among the best in its field in pro-
viding top quality care in its ICU, with 
shorter stays, lower costs, and fewer 
deaths and complications. We can truly 
realize how fortunate we are in this re-
gion to have such a wonderful hospital 
providing top-notch care for Virginians 
in the Commonwealth. 

To the doctors, nurses, administra-
tors, and all the other employees at the 
Medical Center, I want to extend the 
highest commendation and congratula-
tions for receiving this award, and I sa-
lute you on the floor of the U.S. Sen-
ate. I commend you all for your efforts 
and for providing the highest quality of 
care.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. KENNETH 
MORTIMER, UNIVERSITY OF HA-
WAII PRESIDENT 

∑ Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I rise to 
pay tribute to Kenneth P. Mortimer, 
the 11th President of the University of 
Hawaii. He served Hawaii’s premier in-
stitution of higher learning for 8 years 
with integrity and distinction. 

Dr. Mortimer has led the University 
of Hawaii forward during one of the 
longest and most severe economic 
downturns in our State’s history. With 
massive cutbacks to the University’s 
budget, President Mortimer instituted 
difficult, oftentimes painful cost-sav-
ing measures, to allow the University 
to provide a quality education for all 
students with a renewed focus on its 
core mission. 

In addition, during this difficult eco-
nomic period, President Mortimer 
launched an ambitious 4-year $100 mil-
lion capital campaign to raise private 
funds for endowments, improvements, 
and scholarships. The campaign con-
cluded ahead of schedule on May 31, 
2001, having exceeded their goal by $16 
million. The campaign raised needed 
funds during a critical period in the 
school’s history. It also established a 
strong foundation for continued large 
giving. 

But, most importantly I believe the 
capital campaign demonstrated to one 
and all—students, alumni, commu-
nity—that the University of Hawaii is 
good enough, worthy enough, to re-
quest and secure such large giving. I 
was proud to serve as an honorary co- 
chair of the campaign. It took leader-
ship and guts to launch such a cam-
paign. It took perseverance and com-
mitment to ensure its success. Presi-
dent Mortimer can be proud of this leg-
acy he leaves behind. 

There is another very important 
mark Dr. Mortimer will leave behind 
for the university. It is carved into Ha-
waii’s most sacred legal document—our 
State Constitution. No president had 
ever tried to do what President 
Mortimer set out to do, namely to se-
cure constitutional autonomy for the 
University of Hawaii, giving the insti-
tution a greater say in its own affairs, 
fiscal, legal and otherwise. First, land-
mark legislation was passed by the Ha-
waii State Legislature to allow the 
issue of constitutional autonomy to be 
placed on the Hawaii ballot in Novem-
ber of 2000. Second, Dr. Mortimer 
mounted an aggressive ‘‘vote yes’’ cam-
paign which received a resounding ap-
proval of the people. Another milestone 
achieved, another foundation laid to 
help assure the University’s future suc-
cess. 

There are many more accomplish-
ments, too many to name, that can be 
attributed to Dr. Mortimer. He led my 
alma mater forward during a most dif-
ficult time in our State’s history. He 
did so with a quiet dignity and a stead-
fast resolve. He listened and then 
acted. 

The University of Hawaii is stronger 
as a direct result of his leadership. He 
never lost sight of what I have known 
all along—the University of Hawaii is a 
great institution of higher learning, 
not just a good institution, but a great 
one. Dr. Mortimer believed it in his 
heart and represented us as such to all 
he came in contact with. He gave of 
himself—with his time, skill and 
aloha—and the University is richer and 
wiser for it. 

On behalf of the people of Hawaii, I 
would like to express my personal ap-
preciation to Ken and Lorie for their 
years of service and commitment to 
academic excellence. My heartfelt 
wishes are with them as they embark 
on a new journey together.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES P. LEDDY 

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to James P. 
Leddy, an outstanding Vermonter and 
humanitarian. In recognition of his re-
tirement as Executive Director of The 
Howard Center for Human Services in 
Burlington, VT, it is important to re-
flect on how much one person can ac-
complish in serving others. 

From the beginning of his career, 
Jim was drawn to serving the most 
needy, most isolated, and often the 
most misunderstood and underserved 
people in our society. His work took 
him to individuals who were incarcer-
ated, living with illness or disability, 
and to those recovering from addiction. 

Jim began his 30-year history of com-
passionate service to Vermonters as a 
direct-service provider and quickly 
rose to leadership positions. His vision 
for improving the lives of individuals 
with disabilities put him at the helm of 
The Howard Center for Human Serv-
ices. Under his direction ‘‘community 
inclusion’’ and ‘‘self-determination’’ 
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